Habitat Project Proposal

Proposal Title: Low Hills Big Game Habitat Restoration (BLM) Proposal Number: 1172

DWR Region: Southern Region Lead Agency: BLM County: Millard

Project Manager: Tyler Monroe PM Phone: 4358656113 Regional Priority: Within Focus Area
Project Type: Terrestrial Habitat Proposed Start Date: 03/01/2008

Project Location:

Project Description:

Description of
Problem/Need:

Objectives:

Relevance to
Strategic Plans:

Potential Risks:

Proposed Methods:

Locatedin area known as Low Hills, approximately six miles north of Scipio.

Burn, seed, and chain approximately 630 acres of big game winter range.

Prior to any treatment this project area was at a two-fold risk, which included; 1) vegetation community conversion due to substantial
pinyon/juniper invasion and 2) catastrophic wildfire due to high fuel loading of pinyon/juniper and decadent sagebrush communities.

As a result of aggressive fire suppression over the last 150 years, these areas which were historically more open grass/shrub
communities have been converted into pinyon/juniper woodlands. In an attempt to restore more productive conditions, the BLM is
implementing the Low Hills Vegetation Manipulation Project. Prior mechanical treatment (thinning) on this unit has already been
completed (March, 2007) and the treatment unit is ready for the next phase involving prescribed fire.

For big game, these vegetative trends have acted to lower forage quality and availability to especially wintering animals. The most
desirable browse species still occupying the area for mule deer, e.qg. bitterbrush, cliffrose, Wyoming sagebrush, etc. is at high risk to
catastrophic wildfire and cheatgrass invasion.

Subsequent to the prescribed fire, an aerial seeding should take place in order to prevent the encroachment of undesirable plant
species in disturbed areas and interspaces. Following the seeding, the project area will be chained to enhance the seed bed allowing
better germination of seed. The main concern would be an invasion from cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum). For this reason, an aerial
seeding followed by chaining should take place over the project area just prior to the onset of winter snows.

Goals:

1.Enhance Big Game and small fauna winter range forage and habitat areas.

2.Reduce the potential for catastrophic wildfires in the area.

Objectives:

1.Increase desirable and palatable forbs, shrubs, and grasses in the area by 25-50 % within 10 years of project completion.
2.Restore vegetation to a historicity fire adapted shrub steppe ecosystem (condition class 1).

This project is consistent with the House Range Resource Management Plan as well as UDWR'’s elk and deer management plans.
The project is being implemented under a Categorical Exclusion (UT-010-005-021CX) and the decision was signed on March 9, 2006.

Risks associated with conducting this project are seeding failure, introducing fire frequency/intensity to high and a five-year burn cycle,
exotic plant cover increasing, and/or inability to control grazing.

Seeding and chaining of treated areas will follow prescribed burning and occur just prior to the onset of winter to favor the highest
germinate rate possible. Aerial seeding will be implemented using either a fixed-wing or rotor-wing aircraft. The Fillmore Field Office
Staff has made seed recommendations. After seeding, the treated areas will be chained using an Ely chain pulled by two bulldozers.
This will be completed by either a contract or through the use of BLM dozers.

Broadcast burning will be implemented using a variety of hand ignition sources. Theses sources include, but are not limited to: fusee’s,
drip torches and terra-torches. Ignition patterns will be determined on the day of ignition, but will be in accordance with guidelines
established in the signed burn plan. Ignition patterns will also be managed to achieve a low to moderate severity burn. The local
fire/fuels staff will provide most of the personnel involved in implementing the prescribed burn, but additional personnel may be
needed. Treatment would occur on approximately 630 acres of BLM administered lands.

Shapefile Name: S:\DWR\HPD-(2009)\GIS Shape Files\1172.shp Seed Source:

UPCD Reg Team Coord Date: 01/16/2008

Proposed
NEPA Action:

Proposed
Arch Action:

Vegetation Monitoring [] wildlife Monitoring
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Monitoring Details:  Monitoring work is already established and being evaluated. Photo points are in place and pre-treatment photos have been taken.
Post-treatment photos will be taken and documented at 1, 3, 5 and 10 years. This will allow the determination of project effectives
and whether or not objectives are being met.

Cons. Outreach
Details:

SPECIES BENEFITING
Mule Deer Elk Rio Grande Wild Turkey Bald Eagle

LAND OWNERSHIP

Owner Acres
BLM 630
Total 630

PROPOSED FUNDING

Amount Date Amount
Source Requested Approved Approved
BLM $100,000.00 $100,000.00
Habitat Acct 174 $36,100.00 $0.00
Totals $136,100.00 $100,000.00
PROPOSED BUDGET
In Kind/
Item Description DWR Account Partner Contrib.
Personal Services Seasonal Labor $12,000.00 $0.00
Materials and Supplies 500 gallons of drip torch mix @ $3.50/gal $1,750.00 $0.00
Contractual Services Aerial Seed 630 acres @ $7/acre $4,410.00 $0.00
Seed (GBRC) 6000 Ibs of seed @ $3/Ib $18,000.00 $0.00
Archaeological Survey $0.00 $15,000.00
Other Mechanical thinning and burn prep $0.00 $85,000.00
Totals $36,160.00 $100,000.00
PROPOSED FUNDING ALLOCATION
Funding Type Funding Percent
Big Game 100
Total 100.00%

Project Map:
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